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Our oldest member at the time, Sidney Mahony passed away in 2009. Only a couple of years previously we had three former players aged in their 90’s, Frank Dorgan, George Carpenter and Sidney Mahony. Sidney was the eldest, he outlived the others before passing away in his 102nd year.

 Rugby and hockey were his main sporting interests, he played hockey for the Munster Junior Interprovincial side and was on a losing Harlequins side in an Irish Senior Cup final. He was President of Harlequins 1938-40. He was the oldest living holder of  Munster Senior Cup and Junior Cup medals, up until shortly before he passed away re would recount the stories of the two finals, which he remembered vividly.

The 1925/26 Junior Cup final was against Star, a Limerick side. Sidney was just 18 and out of school. The game itself was more than a little physical, Star finishing the game with just 11 players after three players were sent off (including a clergyman) while another broke a collar bone in a tackle on Sidney. Dolphin finished with 13, and the Cup.

The Senior Cup victory over Garryowen at the Mardyke was not without a twist either. A crowd of 12,000 witnessed an unusual event, a Garryowen player kicked ahead, with Sidney being the first to cover back but as he did so a spectator leapt off the sideline and obstructed him. The ball rolled into the in goal area, Sidney chased back and dived on the ball along with a Garryowen player, the referee gave Sidney the benefit of the doubt and awarded a 25 yard drop out. 

When asked if he actually won the race to touch it down, Sidney would not be drawn on it, he did say that the spectator was wearing a scarf, of another Limerick side.

His younger brother Noel, who passed away, just two weeks short of his 93rd birthday, predeceased him. Noel was Dublin based from his schooldays, he did however play with both Clontarf & Dolphin in 1944/45 season, winning a Munster Senior Cup medal. Noel was a very talented sportsman, Captained Ireland at Cricket, was the Irish Cricket Union President in 1979. He also played interprovincial table-tennis and captained Greystones and Hermitage Golf Clubs. In his 80s he frequently shot less than his age and had a hole-in-one at age 86. 

Sidney was for many years Secretary of the Cork Operatic Society, taking the stage at the Opera House with a number of his Dolphin club mates, Pearse O’Leary, James N Healy, Cecil Rezin, Bill Twomey, J B Murphy and Donie O’Sullivan.

During the War years he was in the Army, stationed at Collins Barracks until 1945 when he joined Butlins in England as a Construction Supervisor. He returned to Ireland two years later to supervise the work at Mosney before he went to the Bahamas. He did return a couple of times but spent c 30 years in the Bahamas. ahamas where he remained for 30 years. He was a Founder Member and President of Freeport RFC for 6 years. He kept up the contact with Dolphin and when he retired and returned to Cork he once again came back to support his club.
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Sidney Mahony on the occasion of his 100th birthday with two of his fellow Hon. Life members- Derry O’Shaughnessy and Burr Murphy.

Up to his late 90’s he was a regular at Dolphin league matches, Jane Kidney (daughter of his great friend and club colleague, Bertie Deacon) would bring him along. He would sit upstairs in the Pavilion to watch the game, and he knew his rugby.

He was a great source of information for Ger Hodkinson when the Club History was being compiled for the Centenary, and he did not spare him later when he found an error.
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Sidney receiving a presentation Frank Matthews, Club President, along with Derry O’Shaughnessy, Burr Murphy, Milo Lynch and Dave O’Regan.

To reach your 100th birthday is a fantastic achievement, he did this in July 2007, he had been planning it for quite a while and had a special table reserved for his Dolphin friends at his birthday celebrations at the Carrigaline Court Hotel. One guest spoke up on behalf of all the guests present, the Cork Operatic Society and Dolphin RFC, Burr Murphy. He even broke into song and persuaded Sidney to sing with him with an excerpt from an Opera they both took part in many years ago.

Sidney, may you rest in peace.
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