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On behalf of everyone at Energia, I’d like to say how delighted we are to see the Energia AIL 
resume for the 2021/22 season.

Following the most challenging of years, the absence of sport has been a reminder of how 
important it is in our lives and we hope that the return of the Energia AIL will help to reignite the 
passion for our grassroots game in communities across the country.

We would like to acknowledge and thank the clubs, players and volunteers for their efforts to 
incorporate and adhere to the health and safety requirements and guidelines that have allowed for 
the safe return of teams and supporters. This has been a significant undertaking.

This year we celebrate 30 years of the All Ireland League and now more than ever it’s important 
that we harness the power of #PositiveEnergy that is the core of Energia’s commitment to rugby at 
all levels and to shine a light on the quality of our grassroots game across the 60 clubs partaking 
in this Energia AIL.

We are excited for everyone involved in the game of rugby to get back in their clubs, on the 
buses and on the pitches. After a long period on the side-lines, we’re sure this will be a very special 
season.

Gary Ryan
Managing Director

Energia Customer Solutions  
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It is my great privilege and honour to welcome you all to 
Musgrave Park for the 2021/2022 season. I hope you enjoy the 
warm and friendly atmosphere of our Club.

This is the 119th season in the history of our Club. Such history 
forms an important part of the ethos of our Club. The tradition 
of Equality,Sportsmanship,integrity and love of the game have 
been ingrained in us by the generations who have gone before 
us in Dolphin RFC.

The future of our Club lies in our Under Age structure for both 
boys and girls. We are deeply indebted to all the coaches 
volunteers and parents who freely give of their time. The future 
of our great Club is in very good hands.

I am particularly delighted with the introduction of Women’s/Girls rugby into our Club this season. 
They are welcomed with open arms and I’m quite certain they will make an 
enormous contribution to our Club.

We could not exist without the financial support of our sponsors. We are indebted to  our Main 
Sponsors, Kearys Nissan and our sponsorship partners McDonalds and Readons and our all our 
other team sponsors, pitch and programme sponsors. I strenuously urge all members and their 
families to support our sponsors and put as much business as possible their way. They deserve 
our full support.

To all our volunteers, thank you. Without you, our Club would not exist. You make our Club  the 
vibrant, fun filled place that it is.

To all our teams, good luck for the season. Make our Club proud by playing good running Rugby 
and very importantly give all referees 100% respect as without them there is no 
Rugby.

Donal Daly
Club President

Dolphin RFC

Welcome 
from the 

President of Dolphin
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Crescent College won the Munster Senior Schools cup in 1947, Father Guinane (better known 
as The Ginner) kept the side together and was instrumental in the set up of Old Crescent that 
September. In 1951 they reached the Munster Junior Cup final and attained Senior status in June 
1952. The clubs  first president was Ivan Harris father of the legendary Richard Harris who played 
with the club.

They purchased land at Rathbane and opened their club house in 1968. In 1975 they purchased 
more land at Rosbrien and their new clubhouse was opened in 1883 and the Rathbane grounds 
sold on to Limerick FC. In a further development in 2015 the club doubled the size of it’s grounds to 
25 acres and now have four full pitches, training areas and a car park with a 250 vehicle capacity. 
The grounds were renamed Takumi Park earlier this season.

John O’Mahony has fond memories of Rosbrien, it was there he became the 3rd player to reach 
1,000 AIL points.

Old Crescent won the Division 2 title in 1995/96 winning all of their games, in 2002-03 Dolphin 
defeated  Old Crescent at Lansdowne Road in the Division 2 final.

The sides have met 15 times in the AIL, three times in last two league campaigns, following a 13 
year gap

The results have been very even, seven wins and a draw each- interestingly Dolphin won first 
game and lost the next four, then won the next four. Of the first eight games, there was only one 
game in Limerick, followed by five games on the trot in Limerick.

James Coughlan scored 37 AIL tries for Dolphin, but only managed one against Old Crescent. Jack 
Clarke, Tomás O’Leary Alan O’Sullivan and Cam O’Shaughnessy each scored two tries against 
Old Crescent.

A man who featured for both sides in recent years is Will Hanley.

Old Crescent were the winners of their home leg with a 33-12 victory over Dolphin in November.

Crescent College 
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Hanrahan Builders
Lovers Walk, Cork T23 K263

t: 021 455 1511  m: 086 1244759

e: info@hanrahanbuilders.ie

.

www.hanrahanbuilders.ie
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Mick Lane
British & Irish Lion No. 329 

A couple of weeks ago, many former British & Irish Lions, or their families received a lovely surprise in 
the post, receiving a B & I cap. Mick Lane who was recently 95, was on the 1950  Tour to New Zealand 
& Australia. The UCC winger made his international debut for Ireland against Wales in March 1947 in 
the then Five Nations Championship

He missed out on the 1948 Grand Slam through injury. He was back for all four of Ireland’s matches in 
the 1949 Championship. They retained the Championship and the Triple Crown, narrowly missing out 
on back to back Grand Slams.

Another highlight for 1949 was his only appearance for the Barbarians during the Easter Tour against 
Cardiff, also scoring a try.

He impressed sufficiently in his four international appearances in 1950 to be selected for the B & I 
Lions Tour to New Zealand & Australia.He made a total of 11 appearances, scoring four tries on tour. 
A test winner against Australia and his appearance against New Zealand, resulted in a narrow loss.

He made three appearances in the 1951 Five Nations when Ireland once again won  the International 
Championship. It would have been a second Grand Slam in four years had Wales not equalised to 
make it 3-3 in the final game at Cardiff Arms Park.

He played twice against South Africa in December that year, a test match for Ireland, and also with 
Munster. That was his only non Five Nations International.
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In the second of his two appearances in the 1952 Five Nations, Lane scored his only points for Ireland 
with a try against Scotland. His final (17th) appearance for Ireland came during the 1953 Five Nations. 
The former Irish Sprint Champion transferred to Dolphin the following season.

It was interesting to note that in his 17 Ireland appearances, the opposite winger in seven games were 
Dolphin men, Bertie O’Hanlon & Maurice Mortell.

His nephew Mick Kiernan, himself an Irish 200m champion also played for the B & I Lions. Mick Lanes 
sister Angela was married to Jim Kiernan. Another team mate, Gerald Reidy was married to Jim 
Kiernan’s sister Anne. 

He played for Dolphin for just two seasons, at the end of the 1954-55 season both he and fellow 
B&I Lions player J S McCarthy retired.

He found himself opposite Jim Kiernan in December 1954 when playing for Dolphin v UCC in the Cork 
Charity Cup Final. Dolphin led 3-0 until seven minutes to go when Kiernan put over an equalising 
penalty from near the side-line, 35 yards out. The Cork Examiner reported an unusual event, when the 
equalising kick went over, one of the College players fainted with excitement, but was able to continue. 
Dolphin won the replay.

Dolphin also defeated UCC in the Munster Senior League final, while having played in earlier rounds, 
Mick Lane was unavailable to play in the final.

Lane was inducted into the Rugby Writers of Ireland Hall of Fame in 2011.

His sons, Joe & Martin played Senior for Dolphin, Martin is currently the clubs Grounds Chairman and 
a member of the Club Management Committee. 

Australia & New Zealand 1950
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Make your way to Keary’s and tell them Dolphin sent you.
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Make your way to Keary’s and tell them Dolphin sent you.
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Dolphin
Short’s

It’s hard to believe that it is 14 years since one of Dolphin’s great characters passed away, Billy St John  
aka Billy Neiland, or The Doc. There is a whole generation who never knew or heard of Billy, but  it’s 
time to correct this. There are some classic stories, but there are probably a lot more still out there. 
So, for that reason we are asking for members to submit their stories so we can pay tribute to Billy in 
a future programme- please send the details to gerathome@gmail.com.

Our deepest condolences to our former Senior Player and Team Manager, Alan Miller on the 
recent passing of his father Des.

Dolphin travel to Ballymena next Saturday 5th March. Are you travelling up on Friday afternoon, we 
have a request from one of the senior squad for a lift on or after 4pm on Friday, can you help out.

Bonus Point Tries
47 resulted in a win. 1 resulted in a draw.
9  still resulted in a loss- 5 times it was a double bonus point.

Dolphin’s have obtained  a losing try bonus point against Leinster sides in 5/181 fixtures. Ulster 2/85, 
Connacht 1/21. They have found it hardest against fellow Munster sides, 1/154  (Cashel 2018-19) 

U14 BOYS Great win for the u14 boys in the South Munster u14 group C against Douglas last 
week. Tries by Rory Cullinane (2), Sean FitzPatrick (2) and James Martin (3) with 5 conversions by James 
Martin signaled a long awaited return to league action. Despite not having trained in two weeks the team put 
out a great performance to keep the campaign on target. Final score was Douglas 14 - Dolphin 45.
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T: + 353 21 465 8100  E:  info@reardens.com

www.reardens.com

26 Washington Street, Cork T12 WNP8

Dublin (Nutgrove)
Cork (Centre Park Road)  |  Cork (Bachelors Quay)

Galway
Kilkenny
Limerick
Athlone

Kerry (Tralee)

T +353 21 432 0200  E info@mcdonnellpaints.ie

www.mcdonnellpaints.ie
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You can show your appreciation to the fantastic work of our dedicated volunteers by one of two ways.

Nominate your stand out volunteer by 1st November to be one of the four Volunteers from whom the 
Dolphin Volunteer of the Year will be chosen in April 2022.

You could alternatively agree to give sometime to the club yourself and maybe ease the pressure on 
others.

Please email your nomination to either Donal Daly, Turlough Fitzpatrick or Noel Hickey by 1st 
November giving in a couple of lines why you think the person deserves the recognition or how you 
can held the club.

www.pfh.ie

Innovative IT solutions to support and maximise your potential

VOLUNTEERS
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  GIRL'S       RUBGY
This time last season, Dolphin did not have a Girls U 14 side. Not only do we have one now, but we 
have a team in the Munster League final. 

They defeated Clonakilty Red (Clonakilty are way ahead of all other clubs as they were able to enter 
2 sides in the league) in a dramatic 22-19 victory. We wish them well for the final against Shannon. 
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Maryborough Hotel, Maryborough Hill, Douglas T12XR12 
Tel +353 21 436 5555 Email info@maryborough.ie

www.maryborough.com

We hope you are enjoying the digital programme. There is a lot of time and effort going into 
produce this and we would ask you to show your appreciation by sponsoring a Page/Half 
Page advert, the monies raised will be used for the running and development of the club. 

The cost of a full-page advert will be €250, with a half page would be €150. 

This includes one free change of advert per annum. 

Please sent you advert to gerathome@gmail.com
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The 
Promotion Story 
continued
1996/97 
Games 6,7 & 8.

Dolphin had a good start in the Mardyke, tries from Tim O’Connell and Denis O’Dowd both 
converted by Conor Mahony who also kicked two penalties set Dolphin up for the victory. In 
the last minute UCC got a try in the corner to bring them to one point behind. 
Of all people to have the opportunity to snatch victory from a conversion from the corner 
flag, John O’Mahony who went on to kick 132 conversions for Dolphin very narrowly missed.

Two weeks later and Dolphin were 
top of the table again following a 
24-6 victory over Highfield- another 
excellent performance by Conor 
Mahony who scored two tries and 
conversions while Tim O’Connell 
scored another try and Brendan 
Keary the 4th try.
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COFFEE COMPANY
L O C A T E D  A T

Tuckey Street, Cork
and

Anglesea Street, Cork 



We are now well into the season so we need to collect the remaining subscriptions. If you 
have already paid, thank you for your support, don’t forget we now have five adult teams, 
six underage and eight minis to plan for.

Our club will only get stronger if we expand our membership base, if you were considering 
joining or if you can introduce new member(s) it’s very easy.
Go to www.dolphinrfc.com click on 

 
Club/Society Registrations - Dolphin RFC (clubforce.com)
 

Sheraton Court | Glasheen Road | Cork T12 RW5C
P: 021 496 2255  E: info@hkinnear.ie

www.hkinnear.ie

MEMBERSHIP 
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26th February
Dolphin have played on the 26th February three times before, with a very acceptable record 
of two wins and a draw.

28 years ago Today

Dolphin’s 99th AIL fixture was on 26.02.2000, a 35-21 victory over Portadown. 

Dolphin’s try scorers that day were Barry Sheehan (2) Dixie Whelan & Donnchadha Murphy.

The most recent game on 26th February was in 2011 at Anglesea Rd, when Dolphin drew 
16-16 with Old Belvedere, Dolphin’s man of the match being Barry Keeshan, who scored all 
16 points from a converted try and three penalties. 



Cedarlan Ltd, Lane Business Park, Monahan Road, Cork T12 VK2Y

T: 021 4965233 E: info@cedarlan.ie
www.cedarlan.ie

TIMBER STRUCTURES 
& GLULAM SPECIALISTS 

In supporting our club Lotto, you are helping raise much needed finds for the club - 
your generosity in this respect is, as always, most welcome, and greatly appreciated.

The Jackpot now exceeds €5,000 so it’s more worthwhile than ever to support your club

Draw Results                Jackpot          €25  Lucky Dip Winners

13.02.22           09,18,26,27 €5,400 Pat Mulvihil, Gerard Brady    

06.02.22          01,04,06,29     €5,300             Stacey Quinn, P J McCarthy

30.01.22 04,06,23,31 €5,200 Niamh Fitzpatrick, Jonathan Mullane 

23.01.22 14,16,28,30       €5,100               Ger Hodkinson, Niamh Fitzpatrick

16.01.22 03,18,22,25 €5,000 Ambrose Guilfoyle, John Carroll   

Next Lotto Draw
27th February 2022

€5,600

You can elect to play for 52 draws at a cost of €90 (includes 7 free draws), 
26 draws for €46 (includes 3 free draws), 10 draws for €20 and 5 draws for €10. You can 
select your favourite 4 numbers or choose a Quick Pick Option.  https://bit.ly/3r6Z4eN
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Irish Examiner 
16/02/1987

Niall Scannell 
made his International debut five years 
ago on 11/2/2017 v Italy in the 6 Nations.
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ww.dolphinrfc.com
is where to go if you want

o Club News
o Fixtures
o Results
o Sponsors
o League Tables
o Club Contacts
o Twitter/Facebook Feeds
o Links to other rugby websites

Musgrave Park

E N O U G H  T O  K E E P  Y O U  R E A D I N G  F O R  H O U R S
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Born in Ballyclough, Mallow, his father was dispensary doctor, on his death, the family moved to Cork 
in 1932 he was introduced to rugby at PBC. At the age of twelve, he became a boarder at Rockwell 
College. An all-round sportsman, he also represented Rockwell at Gaelic Football and was South of 
Ireland sprint champion over 100 and 220 yards and long jump champion for two years. 

Played scrum half on Junior cup side that also contained Dr Paddy Hillary President of Ireland

He moved to centre and played Senior Schools Cup for three years and in 1942 beat PBC in the final 
with Gerald Aherne at scrum half.  

Rockwell College failed to retain the trophy in 1943, he agreed to play with Cork Constitution in 
the Munster Senior Cup. They sent a taxi to the school for him to bring him to Mardyke to play in 
MSC semi-final. They won and while he was a substitute for the final v the Army he still got his first 
MSC medal, he also won Minor Cup and League medals. He played in the Munster Junior Cup with 
Clonmel, but they were defeated in the final.

With all his friends in Dolphin he joined Dolphin in September 1943 but missed much of the season 
through injury. In 1945 Dolphin retained the MSC so Bertie claimed his second medal. Also, in 1945 
he made his Munster debut, scoring two tries and playing against each of the other three provinces. 
Interestingly he played centre for Munster and later wing for Ireland.

He scored two tries on his international debut, a 22-0 victory over England on 8/2/1947. Barney Mullen 
tried a drop goal, it screwed off his foot and Bertie won race for touchdown. There was no luck involved 
in second try he collected a kick on his own 10-yard line, beat defender after defender to score by the 
posts. He was just the 2nd Irish player to score two tries on his debut.

1948 GS Winners Bertie O’Hanlan & Jack Kyle 2009 GS Winners, R O’Gara, Bertie O’Hanlon D Kidney

Bertie O’Hanlon   
Irish International No. 559 
1947-50 12 caps 3 Tries  

75th Anniversary of first cap
8th February 1947 
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He was selected thirteen times for Ireland but had to cry off against Australia in 1947 because of injury. 
He had a short international career of four seasons (1947-1950) that was littered with honours, two 
Triple Crown’s and the Grand Slam. The pinnacle of his career should have been the Lions tour of New 
Zealand & Australia in 1950, in those days the tours lasted 6 months and he was asked by the IRFU 
to allow his name to go forward but his employers would not release him. 

In 1948 has was Dolphin vice-captain and they were victorious in the MSC, and he won his 3rd MSC 
medal.  

In 1951 he dislocated his shoulder in the Senior Cup v Cork Constitution, it never knitted, and his 
career was over at 28.

He died in 2016 at 91, the last surviving member of the 1948 Grand Slam Team.
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TEAM PLAYERS

1 John Leahy
2 Phil Dowling 
3 Dave Jennings
4 Alex Denby
5 Dave O Mahony 
6 James Vaughan 
7 Cian Fitzgerald
8 Brian O Mahony
9 Ryan Foley
10 Cam O Shaughnessy 
11 Thomas Scannell
12 Kevin Allen
13 Will Hanly
14 Rob Rearden
15 Daryl Foley 

16 Cian Scott
17 Stewart Lynch
18 Barry Fitzgerald
19 Ryan O Herlihy 
20 Shane Scannell

1 Cathal O'Reilly
2 Niall Hardiman
3 Jake Considine
4 Paudie Monaghan
5 Kevin Doyle
6 John Toland
7 Karl Madden
8 Sean Monaghan
9 Gary Fitzgerald
10 Ronan McKenna
11 Jordan Higgins
12 Paul McNamara
13 Jack Hogan
14 Val McDermott
15 Jack O'Mahony

16 Darragh O'Brien
17 Nesta Nyamakazi
18 Cian Reale
19 Michael Hanrahan
20 Darragh Casserly

Dolphin v Old Crescent
AIL DIVISION 2A                        

Dolphin Old Crescent
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SQUAD PROFILES

Name Kevin Allen (Capt)
Position Wing Forward
Other Clubs Cobh Pirates
AIL Caps 74 + 5 Tries
Player Sponsor

Name Dave Byrne
Position Hooker
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AIL Caps 58+4T
Player Sponsor

Name Michael Dorgan 
Position 2nd Row
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Cillian Ansbro 
Position Wing
Other Clubs Youghal UCC 
AIL Caps 11+5T
Player Sponsor

Name Lar Coughlan 
Position 2nd Row 
Other Clubs Cork Con 
AIL Caps 9 
Player Sponsor

Name Phillip Dowling
Position Hooker
Other Clubs Portarlington /UL Bohs 
AIL Caps 2
Player Sponsor

Name Matt Barry
Position WF/2nd Row 
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AIL Caps 12+1T
Player Sponsor

Name Charlie Dwyer 
Position Scrum Half
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Mel Farrell 
Position 2nd Row
Other Clubs Douglas 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Sam Boyle 
Position Centre 
Other Clubs Tralee 
AILCaps 3
Player Sponsor

Name Alex Denby
Position 2nd Row
Other Clubs Old Belvedere 
AIL Caps 47 + 3T
Player Sponsor

Name Barry Fitzgerald 
Position 2nd Row 
Previous Club 
AIL Caps 47 + 5T 
Player Sponsor
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SQUAD PROFILES

Name Cian Fitzgerald 
Position Back Row 
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps 1
Player Sponsor

Name Cormac Hegarty 
Position Scrum Half 
Other Clubs TCD
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Mark Kavanagh 
Position Wing 
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps 3
Player Sponsor

Name Daryl Foley
Position Scrum Half
Other Clubs UCC/Crosshaven
AIL Caps 95 10T 42P 48C 
Player Sponsor

Name Eoghan Herlihy 
Position Utility Back 
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Diarmuid Keogh 
Position Wing Forward
Previous Club 
AILCaps 11 
Player Sponsor

Name Ryan Foley 
Position Scrum Half 
Other Clubs Cork Con 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Luke Horgan 
Position Scrum Half
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Johnny Leahy
Position Prop
Other Club Dolphin Youths 
AILCaps 89+2T
Player Sponsor

Name Conor Flanagan 
Position Outhalf 
Other Clubs
AIL Caps 26 + 6T 
Player Sponsor

Name Dave Jennings 
Position Prop
Other Clubs UCC, Clonakilty 
AIL Caps 32+2T
Player Sponsor

Name Michael Linn
Position Full Back
Other Clubs Univ of Manchester 
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor
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SQUAD PROFILES

Name Murray Linn 
Position Centre 
Other Clubs UCC 
AILCaps 1+1T 
Player Sponsor

Name Daire McDonagh 
Position Prop
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Craig O’Herlihy 
Position No 8
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths
AIL Caps 9 
Player Sponsor

Name Stewart Lynch 
Position Prop
Other Clubs Cobh Pirates 
AIL Caps 3
Player Sponsor

Name Luke Moloney 
Position Centre
Other Clubs Douglas 
AIL Caps 2
Player Sponsor

Name Ryan O’Herlihy 
Position Outhalf
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AILCaps 9 +1C
Player Sponsor

Name Tim Marron 
Position Wing/Full Back
Other Clubs  Crosshaven /UL Bohs 
AIL Caps 7+1T
Player Sponsor

Name Darren Noonan 
Position Prop
Other Clubs Dolphin Youths 
AILCaps
Player Sponsor

Name Brian O’Mahony 
Position 2nd Row /W F 
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps 3+3T 
Player Sponsor

Name Ross McCormack 
Position Utility Player 
Other Clubs UCC
AIL Caps
Player Sponsor

Name Craig O’Connell 
Position Centre
Other Clubs Old Christians 
AIL Caps 2+1T
Player Sponsor

Name David O’Mahony 
Position 2nd Row
Other Clubs PBC
AIL Caps 126+5T 
Player Sponsor

As at 16th October 2021
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CLUB     SHOP

Club Shop open Saturday’s 9.30 – 11.30 am and after AIL games
- evening opening to be announced soon.
Contact b.oflynn@hotmail.com   Mobile  086 8163713 (Barry)

Bobbled 
Hat 
(due end of Oct)

JERSEYS   (Up to size 10/11 years SB   €50

JERSEYS   (size 12 years +)   MB     €55

SHORTS     (size 26)          €30

SHORTS     (sizes 28 / 44)        €35

SOCKS       (all sizes)         €15

Narita Training Tops  (up to size SB)   €40

Narita Training Tops   (MB to 2XL)     €45

Hoodie   Adult          €35

Hoodie   Child          €25

Track Top Child          €25

Soft shell Jackets (Up to size 10/11 years)  €40

Soft shell Jackets    ( MB to 2XL )     €45

Beanies (one size fits all)        €15

Bobble Hat  (one size fits all)      €20

T shirt    (All sizes)          €15  

Club Tie                                      €20 

Club Pure Wool scarf         €40
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DIVISION 2A TABLE

REMAINING FIXTURES

1 - Queens University  13 12 0 1 540 174 366 11 1 60

2 - Cashel RFC  13 9 2 2 263 178 85 4 2 46

3  Buccaneers  13 7 2 4 336 234 102 6 2 40

4  Ballymena  13 8 0 5 320 292 28 7 1 40

5  Old Crescent  13 6 0 7 313 324 -11 4 3 31

6  MU Barnhall  13 5 1 7 331 290 41 5 3 30

7  UL Bohemian  13 5 0 8 220 375 -155 3 1 24

8  Dolphin  13 4 1 8 254 395 -141 4 1 23

9 - Nenagh Ormond  13 3 1 9 263 346 -83 2 1 17

10 - Rainey Old Boys  13 2 1 10 159 391 -232 0 3 13

POS  TEAM              PL    W    D L PF PA DIFF TB LB PTS

05/03/2022 Ballymena   v Dolphin

26/03/2022 Dolphin    v Queens University

02/04/2022 Rainey Old Boys v Dolphin

09/04/2022 Dolphin    v UL Bohemians


