Gerald Reidy

Gerald’s long and happy association with Dolphin began back in 1939 while still at CBC. Dolphin were playing at Ballintemple in those days, and he was encouraged to join Dolphin by his classmate George Foulkes who lived about 200 yards from the ground- he was also the only one in the class who owned a ball.

He won a Munster Senior Schools medal as a front row forward, alongside two other future Dolphin men, John O’Flynn and J.B. Murphy in 1944 and the following year first won representative honours when he played for Munster Schools v Leinster at Lansdowne Road.

He played with UCC for the next three seasons making his colours debut in 1946 v Trinity.

In 1948 he re-joined Dolphin, winning Charity Cup & Munster Senior League medals but finished on the losing side in the Munster Senior Cup twice in three years- to Sundays Well in 1949 & UCC in 1951.

He earned the first of his 13 Competitive Munster Caps in 1949 at Thomand Park in a 6-3 victory over RAF and was on the 2nd Munster team to win the Interprovincial Championship in 1952/53. He also played against South Africa & New Zealand.

The 14th March 1953 was a special day- Gerald’s first international cap; he took over from fellow club mate J.S.McCarthy. Wales were victorious that day 5-3 in Swansea, the final international at that venue. There were only two other Munster men on duty that day, the late Tom Reid and of course John O’Meara.

Four further caps followed the following season, one being against Scotland in Ravenhill, again it was the final international played at this venue- the only time Gerald finished on a victorious Irish side. His final cap was again against Wales; on 13th March 1954.

He went to Dublin for a brief period in1953 and joined Lansdowne and was on the Leinster Senior Cup final team that defeated fellow tenant club Wanderers. In 1955/56 he was Dolphin vice-captain, unfortunately, as well as team captain John O’Meara, he missed the Munster Senior Cup final victory due to a serious knee injury, which forced his retirement. With 13 seasons of senior rugby behind him, he coached Dolphin and later spent 12 years as a senior selector. 

In 1967/68 he became Club President for the first time, he was also the Centenary President in 2002/03.
In 1974 he was first nominated to the Munster Branch and became President of the Munster Branch in 1975/76 and received the highest honour as President IRFU in 1983/84.
His wife Anne had a couple of well-known brothers, Tom & Jim Kiernan. His daughter Suzanne became the clubs first Woman President, like her father, serving two terms 2018-2020.
